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drugs in bulk that they get a discount 
price. We should be doing the same 
thing here for seniors in general. We 
should provide a prescription drug ben-
efit that takes care of all seniors, re-
gardless of their income as long as they 
are eligible for Medicare and also a pre-
scription drug program that goes di-
rectly to the issue of price by saying 
that the Medicare administrator, the 
Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices, should be empowered and should 
be mandated to reduce prices by nego-
tiating price reductions because he now 
represents 40 million seniors who are 
part of the Medicare program. 

Instead, the Republicans, because I 
know the conference is now going on 
between the House and Senate versions 
of this Medicare prescription drug bill, 
we hear the Republicans still insisting 
on the fact that they want to privatize 
Medicare, give senior citizens a vouch-
er, and tell them that they have to go 
out and buy private insurance at some 
point in the future if they want to con-
tinue with their Medicare program in 
general. And then we are told that if 
they want to get any kind of prescrip-
tion drug program under the Repub-
lican proposal, that they have to join 
an HMO because if they do not join an 
HMO or some kind of private program, 
they will not get the prescription drug 
benefit. That is bogus. 

Today in the New York Times there 
was an article on page A–21 where they 
talked about fewer people on Medicare 
are being dropped by HMOs this year 
and the head of the Trade Association 
for HMOs was so proud of the fact that 
this year, or I guess next year, they es-
timate that only 39,000 to 40,000 Medi-
care beneficiaries will be dropped by 
their HMOs. So what? What about the 
fact that so many other seniors have 
been dropped by their HMOs in the last 
few years? It is estimated in this arti-
cle that only about 11 percent of the 40 
million seniors are now in HMOs or 
getting some kind of a drug benefit 
through their HMO. How in the world 
are the Republicans going to propose 
saying that the only way they get a 
prescription drug benefit is if they join 
an HMO, when only about 11 percent 
right now of seniors are in HMOs and 
fewer and fewer every day because even 
with this drop in the number that are 
essentially being dropped, there is still 
another 40,000 that will not be able to 
keep their HMO as a means of con-
tinuing with their Medicare? 

The bottom line is, and this is what 
the Democrats have said, there is an 
obligation on this Congress and this 
President to pass a prescription drug 
bill that provides a prescription drug 
benefit to all seniors, whether or not 
they are in an HMO or not, and the 
Medicare prescription drug proposal 
should not be used as an excuse to pri-
vatize Medicare in general. 

There is going to be a motion to in-
struct this week. I believe it is going to 
be proposed by my colleague from 
Maine, to make the point that the con-
ferees should not require people to 

have to join an HMO to get their pre-
scription drug benefit and that we 
should not be moving down the road of 
privatizing Medicare, and we need to 
pass that motion, but we also need to 
have some kind of way of dealing with 
the issue of price. Otherwise, we are 
never going to be able to afford this 
prescription drug benefit.

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE STUDENT 
TESTING FAIRNESS ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 7, 2003, the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. STRICKLAND) is recognized during 
morning hour debates for 5 minutes. 

Mr. STRICKLAND. Mr. Speaker, last 
spring I received an e-mail from a sixth 
grade math teacher by the name of 
Dawn Spurr. Dawn teaches in a small 
town in my district, and she wrote to 
me just after she had given her stu-
dents a standardized test that she did 
not feel fairly measured her students’ 
progress. She told me that several of 
her students were very upset. Some 
even left the classroom in tears be-
cause they simply did not have enough 
time to finish the test even though she 
felt they knew the answers, and she 
was upset as a teacher because she will 
be judged based on how well her stu-
dents perform on that test. As a result, 
she said in her letter, Congressman, 
‘‘instead of teaching students, I am to 
teach a test.’’

As a result of this e-mail I received, 
today I am introducing a bill titled The 
Student Testing Fairness Act. This bill 
will address some of the problems with 
all of the new testing mandates con-
tained in the No Child Left Behind law. 
Even though the test Dawn gave her 
students was not one mandated by the 
No Child Left Behind law, the law does 
mandate certain standardized testing 
procedures which will make the situa-
tion even worse. 

The No Child Left Behind law estab-
lishes two important goals: First, the 
law requires schools to make all stu-
dents proficient in reading and math 
by the year 2013–2014 school year. And, 
second, the law requires schools to 
close the achievement gap between 
subgroups of poor and minority stu-
dents and their more affluent non-
minority peers. The No Child Left Be-
hind law requires annual testing in 
reading and math of all students in 
grades three through eight and once in 
grades ten through 12 beginning in the 
2005–2006 school year. 

Mr. Speaker, effective and appro-
priate standardized tests can be used to 
measure student progress and to target 
help where it is most needed. However, 
test scores alone cannot accurately 
measure a student’s success or a 
school’s success. Other measures such 
as attendance rates, dropout rates, and 
the percentage of students taking ad-
vanced placement tests all contribute 
to the overall picture of a school’s suc-
cess or failure. While the No Child Left 
Behind law does allow the use of mul-

tiple measures in assessing a school’s 
success or failure, it provides no bal-
ance. 

Test scores are always a prerequisite 
for a school’s success, and other indica-
tors cannot be used to help a school 
succeed even though they can be used 
to determine whether or not a school is 
sanctioned. This has very troubling 
consequences. For example, since 
schools cannot succeed by reducing 
dropout rates but they can incur sanc-
tions if their test scores fail to show 
consistent annual improvement, they 
have little incentive to keep at-risk 
students who are more likely to get 
lower test scores from leaving school. 

The Student Testing Fairness Act 
will give schools and teachers and stu-
dents the flexibility to measure 
progress using more than just a single 
standardized test. Among several other 
provisions, my bill will give schools 
credit for any student improvement, 
not just improvement that brings a 
subgroup of students into the pro-
ficiency category. And my bill will en-
sure that help is targeted where it is 
needed by limiting public school choice 
and supplemental services to those sub-
groups of students who have failed to 
improve. 

Standardized tests can work, but 
they are not the only answer, and I 
hope my colleagues will join me in en-
suring that the educational reforms en-
acted by the No Child Left Behind bill 
are truly effective by passing the Stu-
dent Testing Fairness Act into law. 

Mr. Speaker, we have passed huge 
mandates from the Federal Govern-
ment down to the States. We are 
underfunding those mandates by $8 bil-
lion. As a result, students will drop out 
and teachers and schools will be un-
fairly punished. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 2 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
until 2 p.m.

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. BURGESS) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

God of mercy and love, You offer all 
peoples of the Earth the dignity of 
sharing in Your life. 

Strengthen the people of this Nation 
to overcome all racial hatreds and reli-
gious prejudices that we may truly be 
one Nation under God enlightened and 
free; a real witness of inner freedom to 
the world. 
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